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(On Wednesday, 6th Jan. 1819, the legisla- 
ture of New York met at Albany, when the 
session was opened by an interesting speech 
from governor Clinton. The following ex- 
tracts will show the spirit with which the 
great work of internal improvement is car- 
rying on in that state. From what has been 
already accomplished, the completion of the 
great western and northern canals may be 
anticipated in six years. With every wish for 
the prosperity of ali parts of our country, we 
hope Pennsylvania will not suffer herself to 
be surpassed ‘by any state, in great works of 
public and permanent utility.} 





EXTRACTS. 


The progress of our internal improve- 
ments has equalled our inost sanguine 
expectations. In the course of the next 
season, the northern canal, extending 
from Whitehall at the head of Lake 
Champlain to Fort Edward on the Hud- 
son river, a distance of twenty-three 
miles, and the whole of the middle sec- 
tion of the western canal, comprising 
ninety-four miles, and reaching from the 
Seneca river to the Mohawk river, at 
Utica, will be completed and in a navi- 
gable state. Thus, in less than two and 
an half years, canals to the extent of one 
hundred and seventeen miles will be 
perfected: and, as the eastern and west- 
ern sections of the canal from Lake Erie 
to Hudson river will be about two hun- 
dred and sixty miles, it is evident that, 
by the application of similar means and 
the exertion of similar powers, the whole 
of this internal navigation can be finish- 
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including also the improvements essen- 
tial on Hudson river from Fort Edward 
to the head of sloop navigation. It is 
satisfactory also to know that so far, as 
we can judge from the lights of expe- 
rience, the actual expenses have not ex-~ 
ceeded the estimates of the commission- 
ers: and with all the advantages arising 
from increased knowledge, from im- 
proved skill, and from circumspect ex- 
perience, we are firmly persuaded that 
the aggregate expense will fall short of 
the total estimate. It is also a most gra- 
tifying consideration, to find that from 
the progressive and flourishing state of 
the fund appropriated to this object, the 
whole undertaking can be completed 
without providing any auxiliary re- 
sources, and without imposing any taxes 
on the community. 

From the commencement of the next 
year, the finished portions of the canals 
will be in a state productive of conside- 
rable revenue. 

By the act respecting navigable com- 
munications between the great western 
and northern lakes and the Atlantic 
ocean, passed the 15th April, 1817, the 
commissioners aye only empowered to 
make canals between the Mohawk and 
Seneca rivers, and between Lake Cham- 
plain and the Hudson river. Possess- 
ing, however, under that act, and the act 
to provide for the improvement of the 
internal navigation of the state, passed 
the 17th April, 1816, authority to make 
the necessary surveys, and to lay out the 
proper routes for the whole of the west- 
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ern and northern canals, they have not 
overlooked the latter, although their at- 
tention has been principally devoted to 
the former object. By that initiatory ar- 
rangement, it was obviously the inten- 
tion of the legislature to bring the calcu- 
lations of the commissioners to the touch- 
stone of, experiment, and to determine 
whether. the resources of the state are 
adequate to the whole operation. ‘This 
trial has taken place in the most satis- 
factory manner, and there cannot exist a 
doubt of the feasibility of the work, or 
of the ability of the state. It.is, there- 
fore, highly expedient that a law should 
be passed during the present session, au- 





- thorizing the completion of the whole 


work as soon as possible. In the course 


‘of this year, the routes can be then so far 


definitively settled as to enable the for- 
mation of contracts to take effect in the 
spring of 1820, by which means a whole 

ear will be saved to the operation, and 
the state will have the benefit of expe- 
rienced contractors, who might under a 
different state of things be employed in 
other undertakings. And when we con- 
template the immense benefits which will 
be derived from the consequent promo- 


tion of agriculture, manufactures and 


commerce, from the acquisition of reve- 
nue, from the establishment of character, 
and from the consolidation of the federal 
union, we must feel ourselves impelled 
by the most commanding motives, to 
proceed in our honourable career, by 
perfecting with all possible expedition 
this inland navigation. 

At the present period a ton of commo- 
dities can be conveyed from Buffalo to 
Albany, by land, for one hundred dol- 
lars; and to Montreal, principally by 
water, for twenty-five. Hence it is ob- 
vious, that the whole of the vast region 
to the west of that flourishing village, 
and the greater part of the extensive and 
fertile country east of it, are prevented 
from sending their productions to our 
commercial emporium, and that they 
must either resort to the precarious mar- 
kets of Canada, or to places more dis- 
tant, less accessible, or less. advanta- 

eous. When the great western canal 
is finished, the expense of transportation 
from Buffalo to Albany will not exceed 
ten dollars a ton. Almost all the as- 
cending trade of the west will be derived 
from the city of New York, and a great 
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portion of the descending products wil: 
accumulate in thatimportant depot. If 
half a million of tons are at the present 
period transported on the waters of Hud- 
son river, itis reasonable to suppose that 
the time is not distant, when. the com- 
modities conveyed on the canals will be 
equal in amount. 

A small transit duty will consequent- 
ly produce an immense income, applica- 
ble to the rapid extinguishment of the 
debt contracted for the canals, and to the 
prosecution of other important improve- 
ments. In these works then, we behold 
the operation of a powerful engine of 
finance, and of a prolific seurce of re- 
venue. 

It is certainly more important that the 
productive classes of society should have 
good markets out of the state, than that 


indifferent or fluctuating markets in it. 
In the former case wealth is diffused 
over the whole country, while in the lat- 
ter it is limited to a few great towns. A 
wise government ought to encourage 
communications with those places where 
the farmer and manufacturer can sell at 
the highest and buy at the lowest price. 
And as the acquisition of many markets 
increases the chance of good ones, di- 
minishes in many instances the expenses 
of transportation, and guards against the 
pernicious fluctuations of price, I look 
forward with pleasure to the speedy ar- 
rival of the time, when the state will be 
able to improve the navigation of the 
Susquehanna, the Allegheny, the Genes- 
see and the St. Lawrence, to assist in 
connecting the waters of the great lakes 
and of the Mississippi—to form a junction 
between the western canal and Lake On- 
tario by the Oswego river—and ‘to pro- 
mote the laudable intention of Pennsy]l- 
vania to unite the Seneca lake with the 
head waters of the Susquehanna. 

In the United States, our liberty and 
our union are inseparably connected. A 
dismemberment of the republic into se- 
parate confederacies, would necessarily 
produce the jealous circumspection and 
hostile preparations of bordering states: 
large standing armies would be imme- 
diately raised ; unceasing and vindictive 
wars would follow, and a military des- 
potism would reign triumphant on the 
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the union may therefore be considered 
the natural death of our free government. 
And to avert this awful calamity, all lo- 
cal prejudices and geographical distinc- 
tions should be discarded, the people 
should be habituated to frequent inter- 
course and beneficial intercommunica- 
tion, and the whole republic ought to be 
bound together, by the golden ties of 
commerce and the adamantine chains of 
interest. When the western canal is 
finished, and a communication is formed 
between Lake Michigan and the Iilinois 
river, or between the Ohio and the wa- 
ters of Lake Erie, the greater part of the 
United States will form one vast island, 
susceptible of circumnavigation to the 
extent of many thousand miles. The 
most distant parts of the confederacy 
will then be in a state of approximation, 
and tne distinctions of eastern and west- 
ern, of southern and northern interests, 
will be entirely prostrated. To be in- 
strumental in producing so much good, 
by increasing the stock of human happi- 
ness, by establishing the perpetuity of 
free government, and by extending the 
empire of improvement, of knowledge, of 
refinement and of religion, is an ambition 
worthy of a free people. The most ex- 
alted reputation is that which arises from 
the dispensation of happiness to our fel- 
low creatures, and that conduct is most 
acceptable to God which is most benefi- 
cial to man. 

The state of our penitentiaries re- 
quires your serious consideration, and 
must excite your sincere regret. As the 
only legitimate object of punishment is 
to prevent crime, by reforming the offen- 
der, by incapacitating him from perpe- 
trating future mischief, or by deterring 
others by the infliction: and, as none of 
these consequences has resulted, the fai- 
lure must be imputed to the system, its 
defective arrangement, or improper ad- 
ministration. As it has succeeded in 
other places, and is strongly recommend- 
ed by the voice of reason, as well as of 
humanity, the fault must be ascribed to 
other causes than to the system itself. 
In order to reform an offender, he must 
be placed beyond the influence of bad 
advice and example; -his mind and his 
passions must be disciplined by intellec- 
tual, moral and religious instruction ; 
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and he must be subjected to privations, || of rendering labour productive, and main- 
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to labour, and to solitude: and: in order 
that his punishment may have effect on 
the conduct of others, it 1s equally neces- 





sary that it should be certain, and that 
its realities should be unquestionable. 


On the present plan there is no classifi- 
cation of age or crime. Each apartment 
is calculated for about eighteen persons. 
All descriptions of convicts are crowded 
together without distinction—the young 
and the old—the healthy and the un- 
healthy—the novice and the adept in 
crime. And here the hardened offender 
boasts of his vices, unfolds his expedients, 
and completely eradicates any remain- 
ing impressions of rectitude. Such is the 
perversity of human nature, that a man 
destitute of virtue will be vain of his 
vices. And, as a spirit of proselytism 
prevails among the wicked, as well as 
the good, our penitentiaries become 
schools of turpitude, in which profligacy 
is inculcated in its most odious forms 
and in all its terrible enormities. 

Offenders, having thus the amusements 
of society, being exempt from grievous 
privations and severe labour, ahd enter- 
taining a persuasion that the increasing 
influx into the prison must soon release 
them from confinement, view their pun- 
ishment without terror, and return into 
society with corrupt principles, with de- 
praved feelings, and with every disposi- 
tion to renew their crimes. Hence we 
sometimes see offenders imprisoned on 
a third conviction; and, frequently, the 
day of their release, by pardon or expi- 
ration of sentence, witnesses their ap- 
prehension for new offences. 

In consequence of the crowded state 
of the prisons, the executive is reduced 
to this dilemma—either to exercise the 
pardoning power to a pernicious extent, 
or to witness the destruction of the 
whole penitentiary system. He is also 
frequently deceived by misrepresenta- 
tion; and pardons are sometimes grant- 
ed to the worst, on the recommendation 
of the best men in the community, who, 
in listening to their sympathy, lose sight 
of their patriotism, and a submit them- 
selves to the influence of a sickly and 
fastidious humanity, which confines its 
view to the offender, and does not per- 
ceive, in his punishment, the establish- 
ment of the general security. 


Another effect is inevitable. Instead 
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52 SAVING FUN 


taining the establishment without ex- 
pense to the state, appropriations for its 
support are annually called for, and are 
in a state of constant accumulation. 

In November last, there were in the 
State Prison at New York about 603 
convicts, of whem 410 were convicted 
of grand larceny, and 86 for offences re- 
lating to the counterfeiting and uttering 
bank notes. 

There were, at that time, in the state 
prison at Auburn, about 131 convicts, of 
whom 50 were confined for grand_lar- 
ceny, and 36 for counterfeiting and pass- 
ing bank notes. 

‘The total number in both prisons was 
734; and the offenders guilty of grand 
larceny and counterfeiting and uttering 
bank notes were 582, leaving only 152 
convicted of other crimes. 

As one main source of the evil is the 
inordinate number of prisoners, an effi- 
cacious remedy might be administered, 
by reducing the number of those con- 
fined for grand larceny, and offences 
against banks. 

If solitary cells, for the punishment 
of offenders below the degree of grand 
larceny, were established in the coun- 
ties; and if stealing below the value of 
fifty dollars were considered petit lar- 
ceny only, it is believed that our peni- 
tentiaries would be released from the 


ulness. 








Communications, 





FOR THB PHILADELPHIA REGISTER. 


SAVING FUND SOCIETY. 


It would not be difficult to assign se- 
veral reasons why so little attention has 
been given to public economy in this 
country. One prominent cause, how- 
ever, must be self-evident to every re- 
flecting mind, and that is, the prosperity 
of a youthful nation, signally blessed by 
Providence in its own vast and various 
resources, hitherto largely partaking of 
benefits, which the unhappy conflicts in 
Europe could not fail to yield, by bring- | 
ing many of those resources into prema- 
ture ation. But a new order of 


things has overtaken us. Powerful mo- 
tives now urge our consideration of this | 








D SOCIETY. 


interesting subject. The long desired 
pacification of hostile and warring go- 
vernments abroad, has assigned to us cur 
legitimate place in the community of na- 
tions, and determined our share of pro- 
fitable industry, in the common business 
of the world. Circumscribed as our fo- 
reign intercourse must necessarily be, 
and comparatively small, the profits of 
commerce, when the productions of every 
clime, and the ingenuity of every people, 
compete with us, at all the marts of 
trade upon the globe, it requires no pro- 
phetic light to show, no oracle to teach, 
that we must regulate our operations ac- 
cording to a scale which events and cir- 
cumstances, beyond our control, has gra- 
duated and determined. When we shall 
have retrenched our profuse expenditures 
—abandoned our prodigal habits—given 
up our giddy and ofttimes licentious 
amusements, and begun to realize that 
sobriety of mind, so seldom attendant on 
overgrown prosperity and uplifted pride, 
many objects of internal concern, as well 
domestic as public, as well moral as po- 
litical, will be seen in their true charac- 
ter. The necessary abridgment of busi- 
ness, and its profits, and the deprecia- 
tion in the value of real estate, must di- 
minish the income of those who were 
once in ease and opulence, and will alse 
lessen the value of labour, and conse- 
quently multiply the number of depen- 
dent persons in the community, with a 
contracted ability for their support. In 
such a state of things, the burden of 
the indigent will be felt in its full force; 
and not till then will it be admitted, that 
the grand error in our public economy 
has been to relieve* rather than to pre- 
vent mendicity—to multiply the oppor- 
tunities for reliance on public bounty, 
rather than to promote frugality, indus- 
try, and good morals, in the lower ranks 
of society. Next to the universal edu- 
cation of the poor, as a mean most likely 
to elevate their character, and excite in 
their minds a desire to learn to live— 
institutions should be cherished which 
offer inducements to the laborious part 





| * The Dispensaries for the medical relief of 
the Poor are not included among the objec- 
tionable displays of public beneficence alluded 
to. They ought to be ranked as pre-eminent- 
ly deserving the patronage of a benevolent 
| community. 















































RUTA BAGA. 53 


of the community to avoid extravagance, 
by appropriating their surplus earnings 
in a manner which will afford to them se- 
curity and interest. The Saving Fund 
Society of Philadelphia is the first esta- 
blishment of this kind, which has arisen 
in Pennsylvania. ‘The success which 
has attended its operations is a gratify- 
ing proof of the disposition that exists 
among the individuals designed to be 
benefited by it, to avail themselves of 
its advantages. The following statement 
it is presumed, will not be less gratify- 
ing than encouraging, to the friends of 
reform. X. 


The Philadelphia Saving Fund Society 
commenced receiving deposits 2d Dec. 
1816. On the 28th Jan. 1818, the amount 
of deposits received from 147 depositors 
was $11,370 32. ‘On the 4th January, 
1819, the amount of deposits, by 480 de- 

sitors, was a ‘ $50,932 78 
Deposits withdrawn b 

71 depositors yg — 





$38,941 57 


Of the 409 deposits there are:— 


59 from 1 to 10 dollars 
42 from 10 to 20 
100 from 20 to 50 
90 from 50 to 100 
62 from 100 to 200 
41 from 200 to 500 
15 from 500 to 1000 


409 


By 149 Servants 


75 Widows 
36 Children, and for them 
36 Journeymen mechanics 
29 Labourers 
16 Traders 
11 Single women 
12 Apprentices 
11 Societies 
12 Guardians, Ex. Adm. & Trustees 
4 Artists , 
3 Farmers 
5 Waiters 
4 Clerks 
2 Sailors 
2 Master mechanics 
2 Teachers 


409 
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Ruta Baga, or Swedish Turnip. 


To the Editors of the Philadelphia Register. 


Hyde Park, (Long Island, ) 
3d Jan. 1819. 


GeNTLEMEN—My publications of last 
ear, on the amount of the crops of Ruta 
aga, were, by many persons, consider- 

ed romantic; or, at best, a good deal 
strained. I am happy, therefore, to be 
able to communicate to the public, 
through your paper, a letter from an 
American farmer on the subject. You 
may remember, if you did me the ho- 
nour to read my Treatise on the cultiva- 
tion of this root (in Part I. of the Year’s 
Residence), that I carried the amount of 
my best Botley crops no higher than one 
thousand three hundred bushels to the 
acre. The following interesting letter 
will, I think, convince every one, that 
I kept, in all my~statements, below the 
mark. Here we have an average weight 
of roots of six pounds and a half. 

I beg Mr. Townsenp to accept of my 
best thanks for his letter, which 'has giv- 
en me very great satisfaction, and which 
will, I am sure, be of great use in pro- 
moting the cultivation of this valuable 
root. 

I take this opportunity of notifying to 
the great number of gentlemen who have 
written to me for seed, that I shall ad- 
vertise as soon as I receive my seeds ; 
which may not be until March ; for, it 
is necessary that seeds of an oily nature 
have time to dry and harden before they 
be put into a ship. 

Many gentlemen’ have written to me 


i with regard to the mode of preservi 
| the Ruta Baga. 


I have,in the SECON 
PART of my Fear’s Residence, which 
will be published at New York, in a few 
days, given a very full account of this 
matter. 

I, am, gentlemen, your most humble 
and most obedient servant, 
Ww. Consett. 


New York, Dec. 30, 1818. 


Dear Sin—I take the liberty of send- 
ing to you the (obowang, expe mens up- 
on the culture of your Ruta Baga, made 
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54 INDIANS AND AFRICANS. 


by my uncle, Isaac Townsend, esq. of 
Orange county, in this state. The seeds 
were procured from your stock, and the 
experiments, I think, will tend to corro- 
berate the sentiments which you have so 
laudably and so successfully inculcated 
on the subject of this interesting article of 
agriculture. 

A piece of stony dry loam, ten feet 
square, on the N.K. side of a mountain, 
in Monroe township, Orange county, was 
thoroughly cleared of stones, and dug 
up twelve inches deep, on the 10th of 
June last. It was then covered by a mix- 
ture of ten bushels of charcoal dust, and 
twenty bushels of black swamp mould, 
which were well harrowed in. About 
the 9th of July, it was sown with your 
Ruta Baga, in drills, of twenty inches 
apart, the turnips being twenty inches 
distant from each other. They came up 
badly, and were weeded out on the 10th 
of August. On the 15th of August, a 
table-spoonful of ashes was put round 
every turnip, which operation was re- 
peated on the 20th of Septeniber. The 
ground was kept perfectly clean through 
the whole season. Six seeds of the com- 
mon turnip were by accident dropped 
into the patch, and received the same 
attention as the rest. These common 
turnips weighed two pounds apiece. 
The whole yield of the Ruta Baga was 
three bushels, each turnip weighing from 
four to eight pounds. The roots pene- 
trated about twelve inches into the 
ground, although the season was re- 
markably dry. | 

A piece of rich, moist, loamy land, 
containing four square rods, was plough- 
ed twice in June, and the seeds of your 
Ruta Baga sown on the 4th of July, in 
broad cast, and kept clean through the 
season. This patch produced twenty- 
five bushels of turnips, each turnip weigh- 
ing from four to nine pounds. ‘This you 
perceive is at the enormous rate of one 
thousand bushels an acre ! 

It is Mr. Townsend’s opinion, that on 
some of the soils of Orange county, your 
Ruta Baga may be made to yield fifteen 
hundred bushels an acre. 

Tremain with much respect your obe- 
dient servant, 


P. S, TownsEnp. 


William Cobbett, esq. , 
Hyde Park, (Long Island.) 


—_ 
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Indians and Africans. 


EXTRACT FROM GOVERNOR CLINTON’S SPEECH 
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In attending to the general interests 
of the community, let us not overlook 
the concerns of two unfortunate races of 
men, who will be forever insulated from 
the great body of the people by uncon- 
trollable circumstances, and who ought 
to receive our protection and benevo- 
lence. I refer to the Indian and African 
population. 

The erratic and migratory spirit which 
marks the character of all savage na- 
tions, has been cherished in our Indians 
by persons either interested in remov- 
ing them from their territory, or who 
feel an anxiety to protect them from the 
contaminating and .extirpating contigul- 
ty of a white population —On the other 
hand, this propensity has been counter- 
acted by individuals, who either derive 
emolument from their continuance, or 
who, governed by the purest benevo- 
lence, are anxious to bring them within 
the pale of civilization and christianity. 
—This collision has produced a state 
of continual uneasiness and agitation 
among this unfortunate people. As ex- 
perience has almost uniformly demon- 
strated that their diminution in number 
and recession from virtue, have been in 
proportion to their propinquity to a ci- 
vilized people, I have never ceased to 
believe that their departure is essential 
to their preservation: But, in my com- 
munications with them, I have thought 
it proper, until the sense of the legisla- 
ture be expressed, to abstain from urg- 
ing this measure, leaving it to their own 
volition, without pressing upon them the 
influence of the government, and assur- 
ing them that, in any alternative, they 
shall experience the favour and protec- 
tion of the state, and its best exertions 
for their happiness. 

In pursuance of a law of the last ses- 
sion, I authorized measures to be taken 
for the erection of a church in the Oneida 
territory, which was gratuitously exe- 
cuted by two distinguished gentlemen 
of Oneida county. The first christian 
party of Indians agreed to increase the 
sum of four thousand dollars, heretofore 
appropriated by the second christian par- 
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ty, by adding a thousand dollars from 
their annuity. And both sections hav- 
ing also united in designating the site of 
the edifice, it is to be hoped that the 
feuds, which have heretofore separated 
them, will be extinguished by the mild 
influence and benign spirit of christianity. 

During the continuance of this people 
among us, it will certainly be our duty 
to protect them against frauds and in- 
trusions, and to make such arrange- 
ments as may best promote their wel- 
fare. In the partial sales which fre- 
quently take place of their territory, it 
might be useful to reserve certain por- 
tions for advancing their improvement 
in the arts of civilized life. And it 
may essentially accommodate them if, in 
cases of emergency, particularly of scar- 
city, the treasury were authorized to 
pay their annuities in advance. It is 
the opinion of many pious and benevo- 
lent men, who have directed their at- 
tention to this subject, that the condi- 
tion of the Indians might be immeasura- 
bly ameliorated, by the establishment of 
a board of commissioners, selected from 
the different religious societies, who 
have manifested’ an interest in their 
welfare, and with authority to take into 
consideration all matters relating to the 
Indians in this state—to investigate their 
situation and wants—to redress their 
srievances—to diffuse among them edu- 
cation, agriculture, morality and reli- 
gion, and to recommend to the legisla- 
ture the adoption of such measures, as 
shall be most conducive to the attain- 
ment of these desirable objects. 

Our code in relation to the African 
population has been arranged with a 
twofold view: as a requirement of hu- 
manity to prevent the separation of near 
relations, and their being conveyed in a 
state of slavery to distant lands, by pro- 
hibiting the exportation of slaves and 
servants: and as a dictate of policy, to 
preclude the increase of an unwelcome 
population, by interdicting their impor- 
tation. A steady adherence to this sys- 
tem will, in the course of time, have the 
intended effect, and it may be proper to 
fortify the existing provisions, on ac- 
count of the artful evasions, which are 
practised te precure the exportation of 
servants. The strong propensity of this 
race to congregate in our great towns, 
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where they are peculiarly exposed to the |} 
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quntegion of bad example, and the de- 
graded light in which they are conteme 
plated by public opinion, must not lead 
us toexpect from them many exhibitions 
of extraordinary virtues or talents. It 
is due however to justice to say, that the 
establishment of schools and churches 
for their benefit, under the auspices of 
benevolent men, have had a benign in- 
fluence, in the improvement of their 
minds and their morals. 


| RR ME 
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Trial by Jury and Liberty of the Press. 


A Paris paper of the 23d of October, 
1818, contains the following article, 
which will be interesting to the friends 
of freedom: 

The counsellor Cottu is on his return 
to Paris from a journey which he made 
to England, by direction of the govern- 
ment, for the purpose of collecting in- 
formation respecting the Jury, and the 
laws relative to the liberty of the Press. 
He has been absent six months, and he 
has collected, it is said, very precious 
materials.—Nart. RecisTer. 
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Treasury Department, Jan. 1, 1819. 


Sir—I have the honour to transmit a state- 
ment of the exports of the United States, du- 
ring the year ending the 30th September, 
1818, amounting in value, in articles of— 


Domestic produce and 





manufacture, to $73,854,437 
Foreign do. do. . 19,426,696 
$93,281,133 


Which articles appear to have been export- 
ed to the following countries, viz. 





Domestic: Foreign, 

To the northern countries of Europe 1,554,259 1,081,424 
To the dominions of the Netherlands 4,192,776 3,022,711 
of Great Britain 44,425,552 2,292,280 

of France 10,666,798 3,283,791 

of Spain 4,589,661 2,967,252 

of cee = 2,650,019 248,158 

The HanseTowns & ports of Germany 2,260,002 1,073,491 
All others 3,515,355 4,915,589 
$73,854,437 19,426,696 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
Wm. H. CRAWFORD. 


The Speaker of the H. of Representatives. 
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Public Affairs. 


Fifteenth Congress. 


SECOND SESSION. . 








SENATE. 
Jan. 4.—The committee on the post roads, 


. &c. was instructed to inquire into the expe- 


diency of empowering the postmaster gene- 
ral to contract for the transportation of the 
mail in steam-boats. 

A report from the secretary of state, with a 
copy of a letter from governor Rabun, were 
laid before the senate and ordered to be 
printed. 

Jan. 6.—Mr. Otis introduced a bill to extend 
the jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the 
United States to cases arising under the law 
relating to patents, which was read. 

Jan. 7.—The military committee, directed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law for clothing the army of the country 
in domestic manufactures, reported against 
the expediency of making any provision dy 
law on that subject. 

Jan. 8.—The Senate resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill providing for the erection of 
a monument over the remains of WasuineTén,» 
where they now lie. 

Mr. Barbour moved that the bill be recom- 
mitted, with instructions to report a bill ap- 
propriating money for the erection of an 
equestrian statue, in conformity with the re- 
solution of Congress of 7th August, 1783. 

{This resolution directs substantially that 
an equestrian statue of bronze be erected at 
the seat of government: that the general be 
represented in a Roman dress, holding a trun- 
cheon in his right hand, his head encircled 
with a laurel wreath; that the pedestal be of 
marble, on which to be represented in relief, 
the following principal events of the war, in 
which he commanded in person, viz. the eva- 


-cuation of Boston; the capture of the Hes- 


sians at Trenton; the battle of Princeton; the 
action at Monmouth, and the surrender of 
York. The resolution directed also the in- 
scriptions. ] 

The President communicated three reports 
from the secretary of the navy, comprehend- 
ing contracts with the navy commissioners, 
the names and salaries of clerks in that office, 
and the expenditure and application of monies 
in that department. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Jan. 4.—The naval committee reported a 
bill authorizing the purchase of live oak tim- 
ber for building small vessels of war; which 
was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Palmer of N. Y. offered for considera- 
tion the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the committee of ways 
and means be instructed to inquire whe- 
ther any, and if any, what provisions are 
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necessary to be made more effectualiy to en 
force the payment of duties on goods, &c. 
imported by land, from the British provinces: 
in America, into the United States: Also, that 
the same committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the 4th 
section of a law of Congress, passed the 3d 
day of March, 1817, that the provisions there- 
in contained shall apply only to steam-boats 
on lake Champlain, that are employed wholly 
in the transportation of passengers and their 
baggage, and that the said section shall not 
extend to authorize the entry of any goods, 
&c. except passengers’ baggage, in any dis- 
trict other than the one into which they are 
to be landed, with leave to report by bill ov 
otherwise. 

Mr. P. said he had witnessed the deplora- 
ble inadequacy of our revenue laws as they 
are at present constituted, to meet the kind 
of importations by land from Canada which 
prevails on our northern frontier. The col- 
lectors of the district of Vermont and Cham- 
plain had both stated to him their conviction 
that some improvements in the laws were ab- 
solutely necessary. Mr. P. said his object was 
to make it obligatory on the importers, under 


a penalty of the forfeiture of their gocds and . 


the other usual penalties, “ to report and en- 
ter their goods at the office of the deputy col- 
lector nearest the road by which they are first 
imported.” At present, goods were smug- 
gled past the custom-house officers stationed 
on these several avenues; and, if pursued and 
overtaken, no penalty or forfeiture accrued ; 
and it was sufficient for the smuggler to al- 
lege, that he intended to enter his goods at 
the office of the collector of the district, 
where alone he is required, by law, to report 
and enter them; and the inspector must ac- 
cept this declaration as sufficient, and receive 


ythe duties: hence a maxim has grown into 


use, ‘* to import goods as secretly as possible, 
and, if detected, it is always soon enough to 
enter them and pay duties.” 

Mr. P. said, he believed the privileges 
granted to steam-boats to enter goods, other 
than passengers’ baggage, in any other dis- 
trict than the one in which they were to be 
landed, had already proved injurious to its 
operations. But, Mr. P. said, he had a fur- 
ther and more powerful reason which induced 
him to wish for an alteration of the law, al- 
luded to in this branch of the resolution. Mr. 
P. said, it was now understood, that an addi- 
tional steam-boat would be employed on 
that lake the next season, which was intend- 
ed to be-solely employed for the purposes of 
commerce. And if this section is permitted 
to remain, a provision, which was only in- 
tended to afford a facility to the transporta- 
tion of passengers and their baggage, will be- 
come applicable to the great body of our im- 
portations by that lake, and will supersede 
one of the principal guavds to our revenue 
laws: that is, the necessity of entering goods, 
which are subject to duties, in the district in 
which they are landed. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
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Mr. Mercer offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to as amended: 

Resolved, that the secretary of the treasu- 
ry be directed to report to this house the 
number and names of the slave ships, if any, 
which have been seized and condemned with- 
in the United States for violation of the laws 
thereof against the importation of slaves, 
and if any negroes, mulattoes, or persons of 
colour, have been found on board such ves- 
sels, their number, and the disposition which 
has been made of them by the several state 
governments under whose jurisdiction they 
have fallen. , 

Amended, by Mr. Strother, by ordering the 
number and names of the slave ships, and the 
ports whence they sailed, to be included in 
the report. 

By Mr. Floyd—to include the places where 
they are owned. ~ 

By Mr. Cobb—to include by whom they 
were owned. 

Mr. Mercer said, we have all been inform- 
ed, in the course of the last few months, that 
individuals brought into the United States, in 
violation of the law before referred to, had, 
in execution of the provisions of that law, 
been condemned to hereditary slavery ; and, 
on examining the acts of Congress, he found 
that the authority under which this iniquity 
(he would so call it) had been practised, was 
derived from one of those acts. To obtain 
such information as might assist the House in 
arriving at a proper remedy for this fault, was 
the object of this resolution. 

Jan. 5.—A petition was received from sun- 
dry citizens of Philadelphia, remonstrating 
against the condemnation and sale of slaves, 
in execution of the laws prohibiting their im- 
portation. 

The daily hour of meeting of this House, 
was directed to be for the remainder of the 
session, eleven o’clock. 

The committee on so much of the Presi- 
dent’s message as relates to the militia, were 
instructed to inquire whether any, and if any, 
what alteration or amendments to the laws of 
the United States are necessary, to ensure an 
equitable enrolment and annual returns of 
the militia of the respective states. 

The committee of commerce and manufac- 
tures were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of fixing the standard of weights 
and measures. 

The committee of ways and means were 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the 5th section of the act, laying a 
duty on imported salt, &c., so that the owner 
of every vessel above 20 tons, employed in 
the fisheries, shall receive an allowance of 
four dollars for each and every ton of such 
vessel’s burthen ; provided, that the allow- 
ance aforesaid, for any one vessel, for one 
season, shall not exceed 360 dollars. 

Jan. 6.—The House went into a committee 
of the whole on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the military establish- 
ment for 1819. 


| 
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[On this subject a very animated debate 
took place, occupying several hours. 

We regret that our limits will not permit 
us to republish the interesting sketch given 
in the National Intelligencer. ] 

Objections were made to the passage of the 
bill, because the transactions of the Seminole 
war had not yet been examined. But the 
principal feature of the debate, was occasion- 
ed by part of thé money appropriated to the 
army, having been expended in extra pay to 
the soldiers for fatigue duty in the construc- 
tion of military roads. As the President re- 
fused his sanction to the measures lately 
adopted by Congress for internal improve- 
ment, on the ground of their being unconstitu- 
tional, it was asserted that he had no right, 
upon his own authority, to employ the public 
money in making roads. The constitutional 
question makes the subject of great impor- 
tance. 

The committee rose and obtained leave to 
sit again. 

It was resolved, that the secretary of war 
be directed to report to this house the pre- 
sent strength and distribution of the army, 
and to subjoin to such report the number and 
value of the days labour performed upon 
roads, &c. in the year ending 30th Oct. last ; 
together with a statement of objects of a simi- 
lar nature, to which it is contemplated te di- 
rect the labour of the troops during the cur- 
rent year, distinguishing the sums expended 
on roads. 

Jun. 7.—The secretary of the treasury was 
directed to report a statement of the debts, 
credits, and funds of the incorporated banks 
of the District of Columbia. 

The committee on the judiciary were in- 


structed to inquire into the .expediency of 


creating a law to define and punish piracies 
and felonies committed on the high seas, and 
offences against the law of nations. 

The discussion of the bill making appro- 
priations for the army, was resumed in com- 
mittee of the whole, but not concluded. The 
committee obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. Mercer laid on the table the following 
resolution : | 

Resolved, that the committee on military 
affairs be instructed to report to this house, 
a bill to reduce to one the number of major 
generals in the army of the United States. 

{This is intended as a censure on general 
Jackson. ] 

Jan. 8.—The committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported a bill to appropriate a fund for 
internal improvements; which was twice read 


‘and committed. 


The bill making appropriations for the 
army, was taken up in committee of the 
whole, agreed to and reported to the house ; 
it was concurred in, excepting that part ap- 
propriating ten thousand dollars for extra pay 
to soldiers employed in the construction and 
repair of military roads. 

It was ordered to lie on the table. 
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Graham’s Report. 
MN. GRAHAM TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


( Concluded from p. 48.) 


These have been followed by events cal- 
culated to produce a still greater alienation; 
and, although several attempts have been 
made to bring about a union, they have hi- 
therto been unsuccessful. The provinces of 
the “Banda Oriental,” and the “ Entre Rios,” 
on the eastern side of the river, under the di- 
rection of general Artigas, are now at war 
with those on the westernsside, under the go- 
vernment of the congress at Buenos Ayres. 

This war has originated from a combina- 
tion of causes, in which both parties have, 
perhaps, something to complain of, and some- 
thing to blame themselves for. 

General Artigas and his followers profess a 
belief, that it is the intention of the govern- 
ment of Buenos Ayres to put them down, and 
oblige them to submit to such arrangements 
as will deprive them of the privileges of self- 
government, to which they claim to have a 
right. They say, however, that they are will- 
ing to unite_with the people on the western 
side of the river; but not in such,a way as 
will subject them to what they call the ty- 
ranny of the city of Buenos Ayres. On the 


‘other hand, it is stated that this is merely a 


pretext; that the real object of general Arti- 
gas and some of his principal officers is to 
prevent a union on any terms, and to preserve 
the power they have acquired, by giving an 
erroneous excitement to the people who fol- 
low them. That it is wished, and intended 
to place these provinces on a footing with the 
others. That the respectable purtion of their 
inhabitants are aware of this fact, and anxious 
fora union; but are prevented from openly 
expressing their sentiments, from a fear of 
general Artigas, whose power is uncontrolled 
by law, or justice, and hence the propriety 
and necessity of aiding them to resist it. Ar- 
mies have accordingly been marched within 
the present year into these provinces; but 
they were not joined by a number of the in- 
habitants, and were defeated with great loss. 

This war is evidently a source of great in- 
jury and regret, and at the same time of ex- 
traordinary irritation to both parties; for, in- 
dependently of other causes of recrimination, 
each accuses the other of having brought 
about that state of things which threatens to 
place a most important and valuable portion 
of their country in the hands of a foreign 
power, who has invaded it with a regular and 
well appointed army, and is gradually taking 
possession of commanding points, from which 
it may be difficult for their united force here- 
after to dislodge them. That they will unite 
is, I think to be calculated on, unless some 
event, disastrous to the cause of the revolu- 
tion itself, takes place; for their mutual inte- 
rest requires a union. But more of modera- 
tion and discretion may be necessary to bring 
it about, than is at this time to be expected, 
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from the irritated feelings of some of the 
principal personages on both sides. 

The city of Santa Fe, and a small district 
of country around it, also refuse to acknow. 
ledge the authority of the government of 
Buenos Ayres. 

In Paraguay, the events of the revolution 
have differed from those in any other pro- 
vince, as the inhabitants of that country have 
uniformly resisted the efforts of the other 
provinces to unite them. After having aided 
the Spanish placed over them, to repel a mi- 
litary force which had been sent to overthrow 
them, they themselves expelled from their 
country these authorities, and established a go- 
vernment of their own, totally unconnected 
with that of the other provinces, with whom 
they manifest an unwillingness to keep up 
even a commercial intercourse. This has 
given rise to a suspicion in the minds of some, 
that there is a secret predilection among them 
for the ancient order of ‘things. But, from 
what is said of their cold and calculating cha- 
racter—from the safe position of their coun- 
try, and its capacity to supply its own wants, 
it is probable that their object is to husband 
their resources, and profit by the exertions of 
others, without giving their own in aid of 
them; and possibly, in case of ultimate fai- 
lure, to place their conduct in a less objec- 
tionable point of view before the government 
of Spain. Whatever may have been their mo- 
tives, they have hitherto contrived to escape, 
in a great measure, the evils of war. 

Their resources, in men and money, are 
said to be considerable, and no country is 
more independent of foreign supplies. 

Their conduct furnishes a striking contrast 
to that of the people of Buenos Ayres, who 
entered into the revolution with unbounded 


zeal and energy, and have ever been ready to. 


meet the difficulties of so great an undertak- 
ing. This circumstance, connected with their 
local situation, greater resources, and more 
general information, and perhaps the fact of 
their having been the first to get power into 
their hands, have had the effect to give them 
a controlling influence over the revolutionary 
government, which has not failed to excite, in 
some degree, the jealousy of the other pro- 
vinces, and amongst themselves a feeling of 
superiority little calculated to allay their jea- 
lousy. Great evils were, at one time, appre- 
hended from this state of things: but the con- 
gress which met at Tucuman, in March, 1816, 
composed of deputies from the several pro- 
vinces then united, assumed the sovereign 
power of the country, boldly declared its ab- 
solute independence, and adopted a provi- 
sional form of government, which is under- 
stood to have the effect of allaying dissen- 
tions, and of introducing a more regular ad- 
ministration of public affairs. 

It will be seen from the documents in your 
possession, that this provisional constitution 
recognizes many of the principles of free go- 
vernment; but with such drawbacks as are 
little calculated to enforce them in practice. 
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Great allowances are doubtless to be made for 
the circumstances of the times, and the dan- 
ger and difficulty of tearing up ancient insti- 
tutions, or of adapting new principles to them. 
But, after due allowance for all these consi- 
derations, it did not appear to me that so 
much had been done for the cause of civil li- 
berty as might have been expected; or that 
those in power were its strongest advocates. 
It is generally admitted, however, that some 
changes for the better have been made. 
Much care seems to be taken to educate the 
rising generation, and, as those who are now 
coming on the theatre of action, have grown 
up since the commencement of the revolu- 
tion, and have had the advantage of the light 
thrown in by it, it is fair to suppose that they 
will be better prepared to support and admi- 
nister a free government, than those whose 
habits were formed under the colonial go- 
yerment of Spain. 

The commerce and manufactures of the 
country have grown beyond its agriculture. 
Various causes, however, have contributed to 
lessen some branches of manufacture since 
the revolution, but commerce is understood 
to have been increased by it. A much greater 
variety and quantity of foreign goods are im- 
ported, and a greater demand is opened for 
the productions of the country. The city of 
Buenos Ayres is the seat of this commerce. 
From it foreign, and some domestic goods, 
are spread through the interior as far as Chili 
and'Upper Peru, and, in return, their various 
productions are drawn to it. This trade is 
carried on principally by land, as is that be- 
tween the different provinces, though some 
small portion of it finds its way up and down 
the large rivers forming the La Plata, which 
is itself not so much_a river as a great bay. 
The abundance of cattle, horses, and mules, 
and of some other animals peculiar to the 
country, which are used in the mountainous 
regions of Peru, furnish facilities for trans- 
portation, not to be found in any other coun- 
try so little improved; hence the price of 
transportation is very low, and the internal 
trade greater than it otherwise would be, 
though it had been materially lessened in 
some important branches by the war with 
Peru, and the system adopted in Paraguay. 

The export and import trade is principally 
in the hands of the British, though the United 
States and other nations participate in it to a 
certain degree. It is depended on as the 
great source of revenue to the state; hence 
they have been tempted to make the duties 
very high, and to lay them upon both imports 
and exports, with the exception of lumber 
and military stores. ‘This circumstance, con- 
nected with the fact that payment is demand- 
ed at the custom house before the goods are 
delivered, has led to a regular system of 
smuggling, which is said to be carried to 
great excess, and doubtless occasions the offi- 
cial returns to fall short of the actual amount 
of the trade. This may be the reason why 
they were not given tous. The articles im- 
ported are almost every variety of European 
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and East India goods, principally from Eng- 
land. Rum, sugar, cottee, ‘tobacco, cotton, 
and timber, from Brazil. Lumber of almos: 
every description, codfish, furniture, gin, and 
some smaller articles, from the United States, 
together with military stores; which, how- 
ever, find their way into the country directly 
from Europe, and are thus furnished at a 
cheaper rate than we can sell them. The 
principal articles of export are taken from the 
various animals of the country, tame and wild, 
from the ox to the chinchilla, copper from 
Chili, and some of the precious metals, drawn 
principally from Peru; but, as gold is worth 
$17 the oz. and passed by tale at that rate, 
very little of it is exported; hence the cur- 
rency of the country is gold, for they have no 
paper money. The “ libranzas,” or bills of 
credit, issued by the government, are, how- 
ever, an article of traffic among the mer 
chants, as they are received in payment of 
one half of the duties. No distinction is made 
in favour of the trade of any nation, save only 
that the British merchants have some pecu- 
lar facilities granted them in relation to their 
letters, which are an object of taxation, at 
least so far as applies to those sent out of the 
country. 

In the official statements given to us, and 
to which I beg leave generally to refer for in 
formation as to the foreign relations, the pro- 
ductions, military and naval force, revenue, 
and population, the latter is stated at 1,300,000 
exclusive of Indians. This is understood. as 
comprehending the population of all the pro- 
vinces; but, as some of them are not under 
the government at Buenos Ayres, I have 
thought it proper to annex the several esti- 
mates I collected of the population of each 
province, as they may serve to give some ge- 
neral information on that point. The most 
immediate difficulty felt by the government, 
whilst we were in the country, seemed to 
arise from the want of money; for, although 
the debt was small, their credit was low. It 
had not been found practicable to adopt a 
system of finance adequate to the exigencies 
of the times, though it would seem, from the 
statement given to us, that the revenue of the 
last year exceeded the expenses. The im- 
portant events of the present year in Chili, of 
which you are informed, will doubtless have 
the effect to raise the credit of the country, 
and to lessen the pressure upon it, at least 
for a time, and will probably leave the go- 
vernment more at leisure to attend to its in- 
ternal affairs. 

When we came away, it was understood 
that a committee of the congress was engaged 
in drafting a new constitution, the power of 
forming and adopting it being exclusively 
vested in the congress. Whither it will as- 
sume a federal or a national character, is some- 
what doubtful, as there are evidently two par- 
ties in the country, whose views, in this re- 
spect, are very different, and it is believed 
that they are both represented in the con- 
ss. The one party is in favour of a con- 
solidated or national government, the other 
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wishes for a federal government, somewhat 
upon the principles of that of the United 
States. The probability seems to be, that, al- 
though there might be a majority of the peo- 
ple in the provinces generally in favour of 
the federal system, that it would not be adopt- 
ed upon the ground that it was not so well 
- calculated as a national government to pro- 
vide for the common defence, the great ob- 
ject now in view. The same general reason 
may be urged, perhaps, for giving to the lat- 
ter, should it be adopted, less of a republican 
character than probably would have been 
given to it in more quiet and peaceful times. 
There is danger, too, as the power of forming 
and adopting the constitution is placed in the 
hands of a few, that the rights and privileges 
of the people may not be so well understood 
or attended to, as they would have been had 
the people themselves had a more immediate 
agency in the affair. It is not to be doubted, 
however, that it will at least have a republi- 
can form, and be bottomed upon the princi- 
ples of independence, which is contended for 
by all descriptions of politicians in the coun- 
try, who have taken part in the revolution, 
and will, it is believed, be supported by them, 
in any event, to the last extremity. 

Their means of defence, of which they are 
fully aware, are, in proportion to their num- 
bers, greater perhaps than those of almost 
any other people, and the duration, and 
events of the war, have strengthened the ge- 
neral determination never to submit to Spain. 
This determination rests upon the recollec- 
tion of former sufferings and deprivations; 
upon a consciousness of their ability to de- 
fend and to govern themselves; and upon a 
conviction that, in case of submission, on any 
terms, they would, sooner or later, be made 
to fee] the vengeance of the mother country. 
These considerations doubtless have the most 
weight upon the minds of those who have 
taken a leading part. They of course use all 
their influence to enforce them, and thus to 
keep up the spirit of the revolution. In this 
they probably have had the less difficulty, as, 
although the sufferings of the people have 
been great, particularly in military service, 
and in raising the contributions necessary for 
that service, yet the incubus of Spanish power 
being thrown off, and with it that train of fol- 
lowers who filled up almost every avenue to 
wealth and consequence, the higher classes 
have been awakened to a sense of advantages 
they did not before enjoy. They have seen 
their commerce freed from legal restraints, 
their articles of export become more valua- 
ble, their supplies furnished at a lower rate, 
and all the offices of government, or other 
employments, laid open to them as fair ob- 
jects of competition. The lower classes have 
found their labour more in demand, and bet- 
ter paid for, and their importance in society 
greater than it formerly was. They are yet, 
however, from their indolence, general want 
of education, and the great mixture of “‘casts”’ 
among them, in a degraded state, but little 
felt in the affairs of the government. The 
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stimulus now given will operate to produce 2 
change in them for the better, and it is to be 
presumed, will gradually have its effect, as 
their docility, intelligence, and activity, when 
called into service, give evidence that they 
are not deficient in natural or physical 
powers. 

Labour, as it becomes more general, will 
become less irksome to individuals, and the 
gradual acquisition of property which must 
necessarily result from it in such a country 
under a good government, will doubtless pro- 
duce the happy effects there, which it has 
uniformly produced elsewhere, and more es. 
pecially in countries where the population is 
small when compared to the extent of ter. 
ritory. 

I am very sensible that I may have beer 
led into errors of fact, or inference. In that 
case, I can plead honesty of intention, and tle 
difficulty of collecting at a single point, and 
within a limited time, correct information; or 
of analyzing that which was collected, ze- 
specting a people in a state of revolution, who 
are spread over an immense country, and 
whose habits, institutions, and language, are 
so different from our own. 

I have only to add, that we were politely 
received by the Supreme Director, who made 
every profession for our government, and 
every offer of accommodation to us, as its 
agents, which we had a right to expect, and 
that the people manifested on all occasions 
the most friendly dispositions. 
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Estimate of the Population of the Provinces 
of Buenos Ayres, Cordova, Tucuman, Men- 


doza or Cayo, and Salta, under the names [ 
of the different Towns or Districts which > 


send Representatives to the Congress. 
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Buen. Ayres 98,105 105,000 120,000 250,000 
Cordova - 75,000 75,000 100,000 
Tucuman 45.000 45,000 20,000 
Santiago del Estero 45,000 60,000 
Valle de Callamarca 36,000 40,000 
Rioja - 20,000 20,000 
San Juan - 34,000 34,000 
Mendoza - 38,000 38,000 
San Luis - 16,000 16,000 
Injuy —— 25,000 25,000 
Salta <6 50,000 50,000 
489,000 523,000 
Provinces of Upper Peru. 
Cochabamba - 100,000 120,000 200,000 


112,000 112,000 250,000 
112,000 112,000. 175,000 
300,000 


Plata or Choreas 
La Paz - * m 
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Puno—under the 
names of 

+Santa Cruz de la 120,000 

Sierra ° - 

Ouro > - 
Paraguay - > 
Banda Oriental and 

50,000 


30,000 
150,000 
50,000 
300,000 


Entre Rios . 


* Probably the town only. 
Under the various names of Santa Cruz 

de la Sierra, Majos, and Chequitos. | 

Note. It is not understood that any part o 
the province of Corrientes, or that of the city 
or district of Santa Fe, is included in this es- 
timate; and some districts of some of the 
other provinces may be omitted. 


Together with the reports from our commis- 
sioners were transmitted to Congress the se- 
veral documents therein referred to, com- 
prising the following papers. 


APPENDIX. 
A, Fune’s outline. 
B, The manifesto of independence by the 
_ congress of Buenos Ayres. 

C, Declaration of independence of Chili. 

D, Translation of various documents furnish- 
ed by the government of Buenos Ayres. 

E, Provisional statute. 

F, Original reports of the secretary at war of 
Buenos Ayres. 

H, Correspondence between Avarez and 
agents of Artigas. 

I. Letters of Artigas to Pueyrredon. 

J, Correspondence of the Portuguese general. 

K, British arrangements with Artigas. 

L, Original prize code. 


Spanish Relations. 


[The letter from Mr. Secretary Adams to 
our minister in Spain, is devoted to the ex- 
amination of the note fromthe Spanish se- 
cretary of state, addressed to our minister, 
Mr. Erving, respecting the events of the late 
war with the Seminole Indians and the inva- 
sion of Florida, which, through the medium 
of the European newspapers, has found its 
way to this country, and doubtless, to all the 
cabinets of Europe. The letter of Mr. Adams 
may be regarded as the replication of the 
American government to the manifesto of the 
government of Spain; for such the letter of 
M. Pizarro became, by the unusual and osten- 
tatious publicity given to it.—JVat. Intel.] 


DON JOSE PIZARRO TO MR. ERVING. 


Sir—A continuation of disagreeable intelli- 
ence on the nature and circumstances of the 
te events in the Floridas, and on the hostile 

proceedings of the American general Jack- 
son, and the troops under his command, 
within the limits of those provinces belongin 

to his majesty, has been received at this of. 
fice. In addition to the facts to which I called 
your attention in my notes of 26th July, 6th 
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and 11th instant, I have now before me 2 
copy of the capitulation which appears to 
have resulted from the hostilities committed 
by the said general before the place of Pen- 
sacola, in consequence of which the Spanish 
garrison has been sent to Havana. 

In my former notes I had the honour to 
state to you, that, notwithstanding the parti- 
cular character of violence which appears to 
have marked the operations of general Jack- 
son, from his first movements in Florida, his 
majesty, willing to attribute these acts to the 
arbitrary conduct of that officer, was per- 
suaded that the government of the United 
States would not hesitate to disapprove, as 
soon as they would be informed of them, and 
that in consequence suitable orders would be 
given, not only for the evacuation of the in- 
vaaed territory, but also for indemnity of all 
injuries sustained, and the restoration of pro- 
perty belonging as well to the Spanish go- 
vernment as to its subjects, and likewise that 
of foreigners then under the protection of his 
majesty’s government. 

It was not to be presumed, without offer- 
ing an insult to the good faith of the Ameri- 
can government, that it would delay to give 
this satisfaction to a friendly power, and this 
testimony to all civilized nations, of their res- 
pect for the principles of social order. It is 
with great regret that his majesty perceives, 
by subsequent advices from his minister at 
Washington, that, the first excesses of gene- 
ral Jackson having received no marks of dis- 
approbation, he had not hesitated to pursue 
his violences by forcibly taking possession of 
every thing within the Spanish territory, 
when he met with resistance from the few 
feeble garrisons, attacked in a state of pro- 
found peace by a large force, which their ho- 
nour rendered an indispensable duty. In fine, 
his majesty’s territory has been shamefully 
invaded: his forts and places have been vio- 
lently seized on; their garrisons made pri- 
soners, and conveyed out of the province in 
which they were employed in his majesty’s 
service ; and, on the Spanish soil, sanguinary 
executions have taken place of the subjects 
of powers in amity with the king; an act of 
barbarity, glossed over with the forms of jus- 
tice, and thereby rendered, on considering 
the nature of the place and other circumstan- 
ces, a refinement of cruelty. 

It cannot be doubted that these excesses 
have come to the knowledge of the govern- 
ment at Washington ; but as yet it does not 
appear that any measures have been taken to 
restrain them, or give the Spanish govern- 
ment the only satisfaction admissible. In this 


| state of things his majesty has thought it be- 


coming his honour and that of the nation, to 
direct me to renew to you, as I now do, the 
most solemn protest against the whole pro- 
ceedings of general Jackson, from the. mo- 
ment of his entry into the Floridas; and, 
moreover, to the end that you may in like 
manner lay the same before your govern- 
ment, that, in consideration of the naturé of 
the said injuries and acts essentially hostile, 
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the course of the pending negotiation be- 
tween the two governments shall be, and ac- 
cordingly is, suspended and interrupted, un- 
til the government of the United States shall 
mark the conduct of general Jackson in a 
manner correspondent with its good faith,. 
which appears to be no other than by disap- 
proving the aforementioned excesses, giving 
orders to reinstate every thing as it was pre- 
vious to the invasion, and inflicting a suitable 
punishment on the author of such flagrant 
disorders. 

It is matter of great concern to his majesty 
to be under the necessity of making this de- 
claration, which is more the necessary effect 
of the nature of things than an act of his royal 
will; it having been his constant wish and 
endeavour to combine a suitable arrangement 
of the points in discussion between the two 
governments, with an activity which is evi- 
dent; but the impartial world cannot fail to 
admit the impropriety, in the present posture 
of things, of continuing negotiations which 
suppose a state of perfect political friend- 
ship, at the very moment when enormous in- 
juries are committed, equally unprovoked 
and unprecedented. 

The occupation of the greater and the best 
part of Florida by the United States in 1810, 
by which his majesty was dispossessed, dur- 
ing his captivity, of the peaceful occupation 
of that territory, under pretence of claims 
which, even if well founded, ought never to 
have been enforced by acts of violence, and 
the more recent invasion of Amelia island, 
were acts of the same nature and tendency 
with those now alluded to, equally unjust in 
their principle, and in like manner remon- 
strated and protested against by Spain; but 
as, from the mode and circumstances attend- 
ing them, they were less offensive, his ma- 
jesty, actuated by sentiments of moderation, 
thought that he might await the period of the 
definitive arrangement of the pending differ- 
ences which was speedily looked for. 

But nothing of the same nature has occur- 
red in the present case. No claim to the ter- 
ritory invaded by general Jackson, whether 
founded or unfounded, has been advanced by 
the American government. No revolution of 
the inhabitants, real or supposed, offered a 
pretext. No previous aggressions by banditti, 
as was urged on the occasion of the unjust 
occupation of Amelia island ; the Spanish flag 
waved on the fortresses of St. Marks and Pen- 
sacola at the time they were attacked ; and, 
to complete the offence, that territory was 
seized on by violence, which his majesty had 
offered to cede to the United States in the 
pending negotiation, by means of an honour- 
able arrangement—from which it appears, 
that a forcible occupation was preferred to a 
peaceful acquisition resulting from the gener- 
ous friendship of the king. 

It is these extraordinary circumstances 
which have convinced his majesty, that it is 
incompatible with the honour of his august 
character to pursue further negotiation, until 
a suitable termination be put to an incident 
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which, from its nature, is of primary impor 
tance, and claims a preference to all other 
matter now treated of between the two go- 
vernments—an incident which, from its trans- 
cendent moment, is capable of producing an 
essential and thorough change in the political 
relations of the two countries. 

At the same time, to evince the moderate 
and conciliatory disposition which character- 
izes the conduct of the Spanish government, 
I have to add, that his majesty, in directing 
me to communicate to his minister at Wash- 
ington this suspension of the negotiation, has 
likewise charged me to inform him, that in 
case the government of the United States 
should have given, or will give the only sa- 
tisfaction which is admissible in the present 
case, and which his majesty has a right to ex- 
pect from the justice and good faith of that 
government, he will be at hberty to proceed 
in the negotiation which has been carried on, 
without being under the necessity of consult- 
ing his majesty, or of awaiting fresh instruc- 
tions authorizing him to continue it. 

In making this communication to you, sir, I 
cannot refrain from expressing the deep re- 
gret I have felt at the unfortunate occurrence 
which has thus produced an unexpected in- 
terruption, at the moment I flattered myself 
with the hope of seeing the political relations 
of the two governments established on the 
solid basis of the most perfect harmony and 
good understanding. 

I renew the assurances of my distinguished 
consideration, and pray God to grant you 
many years. JOSE PIZARRO 


Palace, 29th August, 1818, 





The Secretary of State of the United Sta‘es ta 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to Spain, at Madrid. (No. 7.) 


(The references in the margin are to documents sent 
with the original,] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


. Washington, 28th Nov. 1818 


Sir—Your despatches, to No. 92, inclusive, 
with their enclosures, have been received at 
this department. Among these enclosures, 
are the several notes addressed to you by Mr 
Pizarro, in relation to the transactions during 
the campaign of general Jackson against the 
Seminole Indians and the banditti of Negroes 
combined with them, and particularly to his 
proceedings in Florida, without the bounda 
ries of the United States. 

In the fourth and last of those notes of Mr. 
Pizarro, he has given formal notice that the 
king, his master, has issued orders for the sus- 
pension of the negotiation between the United 
States and Spain, until satisfaction shall have 
been made by the American government to 
him for these proceedings of general Jackson, 
which he considers as acts of unequivocal hos- 
tility against him, and as outrages upon his 
honour and dignity: the only acceptable 
atonement for which, is stated to consist in a 
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disavowal of the acts of the American gene- 
ral thus complained of, the infliction upon him 
of a suitable punishment for his supposed 
misconduct, and the restitution of the posts 
and territories taken by him from the Spanish 
authorities, with indemnity for all the pro- 
perty taken, and all damages and injuries, 
public or private, sustained in consequence 
of it. 

Within avery few days after this notification, 
Mr. Pizarro must have received, with copies 
of the correspondence between Mr. Onis and 
this department, the determination which had 
been taken by.the President, to restore the 
province of Pensacola, with the fort of Bar- 
rancas, to any person properly authorized, on 
the part of Spain, to receive them, and the 
fort of St. Marks to any Spanish force ade- 
quate to its protection against the Indians, by 
whom its forcible occupation had been threat- 
ened, for purposes of hostility against the U. 
States. The officer commanding at the post, 
has been directed to consider 250 men as such 
adequate force; and, in case of their appear- 
ance, with proper authority, to deliver it up 
to their commander accordingly. 

From the last mentioned correspondence, 
the Spanish government must likewise have 
been satisfied that the occupation of these 
places in Spanish Florida, by the commander 
of the American forces, was not by virtue of 
any order received by him from this govern- 
ment to that effect, nor with any view of 
wresting the province from the possession of 
Spain, nor in any spirit of hostility to the Spa- 
nish government; that it arose from incidents 
which occurred in the prosecution of the war 
against the Indians—from the imminent dan- 
ger in which the fort of St. Marks was of 
being seized by the Indians themselves, and 
from the manifestations of hostility to the 
United States, by the commandant of St. 
Marks and the governor of Pensacola, the 
proofs of which were made known to gene- 
ral Jackson, and impelled him, from the ne- 
cessities of self-defence, to the steps of which 
the Spanish government complains. 

It might be sufficient to leave the vindica- 
tion of these measures upon those grounds, 
and to furnish, in the enclosed copies of ge- 
neral Jackson’s letters, and the vouchers by 
which they are supported, the evidence of 
that hostile spirit on the part of the Spanish 
commanders, but for the terms in which Mr. 
Pizarro speaks of the execution of two British 
subjects, taken, one at the fort of St. Marks, 
and the other at Suwany, and the intimation 
that these transactions may lead to a change 
in the relations between the two nations, 
which is doubtless intended to be understood 
as amenace of war. 

It may be, therefore, proper to remind the 
government of His Catholic Majesty of the 
incidents in which this Seminole war origi- 
nated, as well as of the circumstances con- 
nected with it, in the relations between Spain 
and her ally, whom she supposes to have been 
injured by the proceedings of general Jack- 
son, and to give to the Spanish cabinet some 
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precise information of the nature of the busi- 
ness, peculiarly interesting to Spain, in which 
these subjects of her allies, in whose favour 
she takes this interest, were engaged, when 
their projects of every kind were terminated, 
in consequence of their falling into the hands 
of general Jackson. 

In the month of August, 1814, while a war 
existed between the United States and Great 
Britain, to which Spain had formally declared 
herself neutral, a British force, not in the 
fresh pursuit of a defeated and flying enémy 
—not overstepping an imaginary and equivo- 
cal boundary between their own territories 
and those belonging, in some sort, as much 
to their enemy as to Spain, but approaching 
by sea, and by a broad and open invasion of 
the Spanish province, at a thousand miles, or 
an ocean’s distance from any British territory, 
landed in Florida, took possession of Pensa- 
cola and the fort of Barrancas, and invited, 
by public proclamation, all the runaway ne- 
groes—all the savage Indians—all the pirates, 
and all the traitors to their country, whom 
they knew or imagined to exist within reach 
of their summons, to join their standard, and 
wage an exterminating war against the por- 
tion of the United States immediately border- 
ing upon this neutral, and thus violated terri- 
tory of Spain. The land commander of this 
British force, was a certain colonel Nicholls, 
who, driven from Pensacola by the approach 
of general Jackson, actually left, to be blown 
up, the Spanish fort of Barrancas, when he 
found it could not afford him protection, and, 
evacuating that part of the province, landed 
at another, established himself on the Appa- 
lachicola river, and there erected a fort, from 


which to sally forth with his motley tribe ot 


black, white, and red combatants, against the 
defenceless borders of the United States, in 
that vicinity. A part of this force consisted 
of a corps of colonial marines, levied in the 
British calonies, in which George Woodbine 
I1.—2.] was a captain and Robert Chrystie 
Armbrister was a lieutenant. 

LIX.] As between the United States and 
LX.] Great Britain, we should be willing to 
bury this transaction in the same grave of ob- 
livion with other transactions of that war, had 
the hostilities of colonel Nicholls terminated 
with the war. But he did not consider the 
peace which ensued between the United 
States and Great Britain, as having put an 
end either to his military occupations or to 
his negotiations with the Indians, against the 
United States. Several months after the ra 
tification of the treaty of Ghent, he retained 
his post and his party-coloured forces, in mi 
litary array. 

If.—2.] By the 9th article of that treaty, 
the United States had stipulated to put an 
end, immediately after its ratification, to hos- 
tilities with all the tribes or nations of Indians 
with whom they might be at war at the time 
of the ratification, and to restore to them all 
the possessions which they had enjoyed in 
the year 1811. This article had no applica- 
tion to the Creek nation, with whom the 
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United States had already made peace, by a 
treaty concluded on the 9th day of August, 
1814, more than four months before the trea- 
ty of Ghent was signed. Yet, colonel Nicholls 
not only affected to consider it as applying to 
the Seminoles of Florida, and the outlawed 
Red Sticks, whom he had induced to join 
him there, but actually persuaded them that 
they were entitled, by virtue of the treaty of 
Ghent, to all the lands which had belonged 
to the Creek nation, within the United States, 
in the year 1811, and that the government of 
If. i. IIf.] Great Britain vould support them 
in that pretension. He asserted also this doc- 
trine in a correspondence with colonel Haw- 
kins, then the agent of the United States with 
the Creeks, and gave him notice, in their 
name, with a mockery of solemnity, that they 
had concluded a treaty of alliance, offensive 
and defensive, and a treaty of navigation and 
IX.] commerce with Great Britain, of which 
more was to be heard after it should be rati- 
fied in England. Colonel Nicholls then eva- 
cuated his fort, which, in some of the en- 
closed papers, is called the Fort at Prospect 
Bluff, but which he had denominated the Bri- 
tish post on the Appalachicola; took with him 
the white portion of his force, and embarked 
for England, with several of the wretched sa- 
vages whom he was thus deluding to their 
fate—among whom was the prophet Francis, 
or Hillis Hadjo—and left the fort, amply sup- 
plied with military stores and ammunition, to 
the Negro department of his allies. It after- 
IV. V.j] wards was known by the name of Ne- 
gro Fort. Colonel Hawkins immediately com- 
municated to this government the corres- 
pondence between him and Nicholls here re- 
ferred to, (copies of which, marked No. 1 to 
5, are herewith enclosed,) upon which Mr. 
X.] Monroe, then secretary of state, address- 
ed a letter, (copy marked G,) to Mr. Baker, 
the British charge d’affaires, at Washington, 
complaining of Nicholl’s conduct, and show- 
ing that his pretence that the 9th article of 
the treaty of Ghent, could have any applica- 
tion to his Indians, was -utterly destitute of 
XI.] foundation. Copies of the same corres- 
pondence were transmitted to the minister of 
the United States, then in England, with in- 
structions to remonstrate with the British go- 
vernment against these proceedings of Ni- 
cholls, and to show how incompatible they 
were with the peace which had been con- 
XII. a. b.] cluded between the two nations. 
These remonsitrances were accordingly made, 
first in personal interview with earl Bathurst 
XIII. a. b.] and lord Castlereagh, and after- 
wards in written notes, addressed successive- 
ly to them, (copies of which, together with 
extracts from the despatches of the American 
minister to the secretary of state, reporting 
what passed at those interviews, are en- 
closed). Lord Bathurst, in the most unequi- 
vocal manner, confirmed the facts, and disa- 
vowed the misconduct of Nicholls; declared 
his disapprobation of the pretended treaty of 
alliance, offensive and defensive, which he 
had made; assured the American minister 
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that the British government had refused to 
ratify that treaty, and would send back the 
Indians whom Nicholls had brought with him, 
with advice to make their peace on such 
terms as they could obtain. Lord Castlereagh 
confirmed the assurance that the treaty would 
not be ratified; and if, at the same time that 
these assurances were given, certain distinc- 
tions of public notoriety were shown to the 
prophet Hillis Hadjo, and he was actually ho- 
noured with a commission as a British officer, 
it is to be presumed that these favours were 
granted him as rewards of past services, and 
not as encouragement to expect any support 
from Great Britain, in a continuance of savage 
hostilities against the United States, all inten- 
tion of giving any such support having been 
repeatedly and earnestly disavowed. 

The Negro Fort, however, abandoned by 
colonel Nicholls, remained on the Spanish 
territory, occupied by the banditti to whom 
he had left it, and held by them as a post, 
from whence to commit depredations, outra- 
ges and murders, and as a receptacle for fu- 
XIV.} gitive slaves and malefactors, to the 
great annoyance both of the United States 
and of Spanish Florida. In April, 1816, ge- 
neral Jackson wrote a letter to the governor 
of Pensacola, calling upon him to put down 
this common nuisance to the peaceable inha- 
bitants of both countries. That letter, toge- 
XV.] ther with the answer of the governor of 
Pensacola, have already been communicated. 
to the Spanish minister here, and by him, 
doubtless to his government. Copies of them 
are, nevertheless, now again enclosed; par- 
XXIII.) ticularly as the letter from the go- 
vernor explicitly admits—that this fort, con- 
structed by Nicholls, in violation both of the 
territory and neutrality of Spain, was still no 
less obnoxious to his government than to the 
United States; but that he had neither suffi- 
cient force, nor an authority, without orders 
from the governor-general of the Havana, to 
destroy it. It was afterwards, on the 27th 
July, 1816, destroyed by a cannon shot from 
a gun vessel of the United States, which, ir 
its passage up the river, was fired upon fron: 
it. It was blown up, with an English flag 
still flying as its standard, and immediately 
after the barbarous murder of a boat’s crew, 
belonging to the navy of the United States, 
by the banditti left in it by Nicholls. 


(To be continued.) 
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